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Emi	Winter	
This	rock	absorbs	nothing	so	the	water	splashes	around	it	and	lands	back	on	itself	
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YA	NO,	2017.	Acrylic,	oil,	collage	and	graphite	on	canvas.	95	x	76	inches	/	241.3	x	193	cm	

	
	

Ulterior	Gallery	is	pleased	to	present	This	rock	absorbs	nothing	so	the	water	splashes	around	it	and	
lands	back	on	itself,	a	solo	exhibition	of	new	works	by	Emi	Winter.		
	
Emi	Winter	has	been	a	painter	since	the	1990s,	working	largely	in	the	abstract	tradition;	however,	
over	the	past	five	years	her	work	has	moved	in	a	more	figurative	direction.	Of	this	reorientation	
Winter	says	simply:	“I	wanted	to	know	more.”	Abstraction	was	no	longer	providing	answers	for	her	
internal	questions,	and	an	increased	interest	in	reconnecting	the	mysteries	hidden	in	the	human	
psyche	with	the	painted	surface	prompted	forms	and	images	to	emerge	in	her	work.		
	
Winter	lets	these	new	paintings	speak	for	themselves,	often	quite	directly.	Conscious	intent	plays	a	
role	in	their	creation,	but	a	limited	one;	Winter	allows	her	process	to	direct	the	work’s	unfolding.	
This	openness	to	happenstance	and	discovery	creates	conditions	for	imagery	to	surface—imagery	
that	is	at	once	stark,	ambiguous,	and	psychologically	fraught.		
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Winter’s	new	group	of	works	was	created	during	the	summer	of	2017,	a	period	of	personal	upheaval	for	
the	artist,	which	concluded	around	the	time	she	completed	the	series.	The	largest	painting	in	the	
exhibition,	YA	NO,	2017,	depicts	two	figures	in	confrontation:	a	hammer	and	a	pair	of	scissors	screaming	
“YA	NO	(no	more).”	Other,	smaller	works	mostly	consist	of	texts	and	images	that	conjoin	like	cut-out	
moments	from	last	night’s	dream.	Winter	sees	these	smaller	works	in	the	series	as	resembling	ex-voto	
paintings,	expressing	a	need	for	relief	and	regeneration.	Embedded	in	many	of	the	paintings	are	petitions	
or	prayers,	written	in	Spanish	or	English	to	reflect	the	artist’s	life	lived	between	different	cultures:	“Doy	
gracias	a	esta	culebra	que	me	picó	pues	su	veneno	me	hizo	sentir	vida	(I	am	grateful	to	this	snake	that	bit	
me	for	its	poison	made	me	feel	alive),”	“Doy	gracias	porque	sigo	viva	a	pesar	de	que	en	el	2015	y	2016	
pensé	que	me	iba	a	morir	(I	am	grateful	because	I'm	still	alive	even	though	in	2015	and	2016	I	thought	I	
was	going	to	die),”	“Doy	gracias	que	veo	bien	porque	hace	un	año	pensé	que	me	iba	a	quedar	ciega	y	que	
nunca	volvería	a	ver	todas	las	cosas	bonitas	de	este	mundo	y	a	las	personas	que	tanto	quiero	(I	am	grateful	
that	I	see	well	because	one	year	ago	I	thought	I	was	going	to	go	blind	and	that	I	would	never	again	look	at	
all	the	beautiful	things	in	this	world	and	all	the	people	I	love	so	much),”	and	“This	rock	absorbs	nothing	so	
the	water	splashes	around	it	and	lands	back	on	itself.”	
 
Emi	Winter	was	born	and	grew	up	in	Oaxaca,	Mexico.	She	obtained	a	BA	in	visual	arts	from	Oberlin	
College,	OH	in	1995.	She	was	an	artist	in	residence	at	the	Chinati	Foundation	in	Marfa,	TX	in	2001	
and	subsequently	lived	in	Marfa,	Los	Angeles,	CA	and	Montreal,	Canada.	In	2009,	determined	to	
seek	out	the	roots	of	her	painting	practice,	she	moved	back	to	Oaxaca.	In	2011	she	received	
Mexico’s	most	prestigious	art	prize	at	the	XV	Bienal	de	Pintura	Rufino	Tamayo.	Winter	returned	to	
the	U.S.	in	2012	to	pursue	a	MFA	at	Bard	College,	Annandale-On-Hudson,	NY,	and	lived	in	upstate	NY	
eight	weeks	out	of	the	year	for	three	years	consecutively.	Deciding	to	make	the	U.S.	her	base	again,	
she	moved	to	New	York	as	a	full-time	resident	in	2015.	Winter	has	shown	her	work	internationally,	
including	solo	exhibitions	in	Cuernavaca,	Mexico;	Düsseldorf,	Germany;	Los	Angeles,	CA;	Monterrey,	
Mexico;	New	York,	NY;	Oaxaca,	Mexico;	Puebla,	Mexico;	and	San	Francisco,	CA.	In	2018	her	work	will	
be	included	in	the	exhibition	Outliers	and	American	Vanguard	Art,	curated	by	Lynne	Cooke,	at	the	
National	Gallery	of	Art,	Washington,	D.C.,	opening	on	January	28,	and	also	in	I	Am	a	Scientist,	
curated	by	Sadie	Laska,	at	V1	Gallery	in	Copenhagen,	opening	on	January	19.	Winter	currently	lives	
and	works	in	South	Orange,	NJ.		
	
For	further	inquiries,	please	contact	gallery	director	Takako	Tanabe:	takako@ulteriorgallery.com	or	
917-472-7784.	


